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OLD SIMON'S TAXES.
too all ho earns to hi wretched hut
Did miser Simon's ooor vat shut
The on hli round,
Cme there one lummer's dsj, and foundIt fait Be straight bef an to pound
fCome, wake up, there!" he cried, "halloo!"
lAnd atlll he kept up hla tattoo,
Jotil a votes irate, orotane,

prowled through a broken wlndow-pan- tt

What' wanted out theref Who are you
J"nat'e raising alt this hullabaloo?
I've naught to lve. I've naught to tell,la not my houae my cltadol?
I'Te nothing for you. Go away !

ave me In peace. Begone, I lay I"

Then lightly laughed the publican,
And on the door once more tegan
To beat hla deafening rataplan.
Shouting aloud between the whaekit
Open the door and pay your tax,

Eleven dollar, twenty cent,
pr take the lawful consequence!"

"Eleven dollars! Robbery!"
Cried Simon: "Cutthroat! who am I
To pay a tax like that! 'Twould buy
My bouse and all my house contains!
Twould drain the last drop from my reins I

The twenty cent, upon my word,
Alone, 1 all I can afford,
And even that were robbery.
The country pay no tax to m,
The school the library, the mall,
The publlo park of what avail
Are these to me? The harbor, court,
Are not for poor men of my sort"
i
The publican, with sudden whim,
Thought In his heart; "I'll humor him."
'From all your claims, both small and great.
Upon the country, town and state,"
Quoth he, "write out a full release.
I'll come no more. Your tax shall cease,
And henceforth you may live in peaoe."

With eager hand and trembling speed
Old Simon wrote tbe qultolalm deed
Next day, with Joyful heart, he went
To town to gather In hla ren t ,
And, home returning with his load,
Met face to face upon the road
Tbe tax oolleotor with a crowd.
"What do you heref ' they cried aloud,
"What right have you on this highway
For which you hare refused to pay?"

Where shall I goT"
"What's that to tisf

Bee 70a to that It's obvious
You can't stay here."

With nimble feet
Be leaped into a field of wheat.
"Hal" called the owner, "do you dare
To spoil my wheat? Qet out of there!
Arrest him, constable: Yet stay,
Tiat sack of his win amply pay
The damages."

He leaped the wall,
And seised It Then did Simon bawl
Aloud for help:

"Stop thief! my all
Is in that sack. Stop thief, I say!
Shall I be robbed In opea day?
Arrest Aim, constable, ait mtf
"Ay, so I would, but thsn, you see

.1 serve the county and the town,
Not you."

Then t rok poor Simon down,
And to the tax collector said,
With faltering toujje and hanging head:
"Give baik my paper that you hold.
Give back my sack of hard-wo- n gold,
And take my tax." My tale is told.

EuwjiaP. Jackson, in Youth's Companion.

A P AIR OF TKOCSEKS.

WAS just about
to go out to
luncheon when
the porter
brought in a
card. I glanced
at it Ye (rods!
My friend Louis

Louis Degars,
from Tarascon.
An awful fel-
low! We had
been at college
together, and I
had become a
bank manager,
while he had

embarked upon soldiering, acting,
editing, dentistry, authorship, clerk-shi- p

and heaven only knows what be-

tides.
"What does he look like?" I asked

the porcer, somewhat anxiously.
"Well, well," the cautious old boy

began, "he wears incredible trousers.
Quite incredible trousers, sir."

What was 1 to do? If I did not admit
him the fellow would wait for me in
the street or would even follow me to
the club and there expose me before
my friends. Perhaps, after all, it was
better to receive him here and try to
outwit him. I gave my porter 'five
shillings.

"Now, look you here," I said. "This
gentleman is an old friend of mine, but
he is a ne'er-do-we- ll Do you see what
I mean? Well, you've seen his trou-
sers. Very likely he will want to bor-

row money from me. I shall then say
that I have no money and must borrow
some from you. Now, after I have
made the necessary speech to you, you
give these five shillings to me, regret-
ting that it is all you can call your own
In this world."

The porter grinned slily, and al-

lowed my old friend Louis to enter the
room.

Good heavens, his trousers were in-

deed "incredible;" too short, frayed at
the edge and of a blue, gray and green
check pattern which bad been the
fashion in my grandfather's time. Nor
was his blue coat at all new. He wore
it buttoned all the way up so that you

1 WAIT TO BORROW MONEY OF YOU."

could say nothing about hla waistcoat
There were gray lights In bis collar,
and his cravat was greasy. Also, his
curly black bair, now tinged with gray,
and his tward were much neglected.
An ill odor came from the big black
cigar he held in hla hand, and bis boots
left wet marks on the light carpet
. "Yes, old fellow," he said, and gave
tne two thumps; "you are quite right
J want to borrow money of you, but it
I for a very important matter. I
Wight eome and tell yon that I bare
Hot tasted warm food for a week; 1

niirht talk to tou of a debt of honor
amounting to fifty pounds; I might
take from you a e pound note to pay
the landau that la to Uk ma to the

laot mkftf I M to fljrM wwti. 9b

1 have borrowed money from other
friends: for all these purposes, and to-
day it 1st Ha graver matter. I ask for a
sovereign do you hear? only a sover-
eign. I really require a guinea, but
the shilling I must get from somebody
else, and since we are old friends I will
only ask you for twenty shillings. You
shall have it back before din-
ner. Do you hear? Before dinner. If
1 am not back at that time yoti may
consider me a Wretch, a scamp, a fraud.
I authorize you to get your porter to
throw Bid downstairs next time I eome
here, if I do not keep my word to-da-y.

I regret not to bo able to give you more
details concerning my purposes with
the sovereign. I may only say tnat it
is wanted for a remarkable business
transaction, on which the happiness of
my life may depend."

I did as I have always done In swell
cases. He had made we laugh and I
gave him the sovereign. He pawned a
few more words of honor and vanishe '.
For a moment the idea occurred to me
to invite the good old fellow to lunch-
eon. But, don't you see, a man with
such incredible trousers no, it would
never da

At 6:55 o'clock the old porter opened
the door of my office, announcing, in a
respectful tone! "Mr. Louis Degars."

"Here I am. as I promised, and here
are your twenty shillings," said my old
friend Louis, slapping tne on the back
and giving me a irlendly nudge.

"By Jovel" I said, from out of the
depths of my surprise. "I shouldn't
have thought it Has your business
been a success?''

"Of course," he said, and showed me
a heap of shillings with the delightful
laugh that characterizes the south-
erner. There might bo fifty or sixty
shillings, and I noticed that ho took
them out of the pocket of a brand new
pair of trousers. It was a respectable,
well cut pair, of a discreetly dark gray
color. This explained the note of re-
spect in the porter's voice when he an-
nounced my friend Louis.

"Can I do anything else for you?" I
asked him, with all the politeness
which is extended to people who pay
their debts.

"Many thanks, nothing else. It will
all run smoothly now. "

A few days later I met him accident-
ally In the street. He did not see me,
but as I looked casually at him I noted
that again he wore a new pair of trou-
sers, this tiinsof a charming chestnut
color. He must be nourishing, surely.
Again, after a few days he came into
our office to make a small payment
into the bank. Almost unconsciously
I cast a look upon his legs, and discov-
ered another new pair of trousers,
this time of an original, though not
particularly tasteful, olive mustard
green. I shook ray head. How very
wasteful of him to go thus into trou
sers! Why could he not spend a couple
of sovereigns to buy a new coat instead
of all these things? His blue coat sad
ly required replacing. I almost said
so to him, but was afraid he might
then ask me to lend him more money,
and only gave him a friendly nod.

Meanwhile my study of the circum-
stances connected with my old friend's
trousers had had the curious conse-
quence that, quite involuntarily, I be-

gan to look at the trousers of every
person with whom I came in contact
during the day. And imagine what
happened! To my boundless conster-
nation, I noticed that all our clerks,
messengers, porters and other officials
never wore the same trousers more
than once. They all appeared every
morning in brand new trousers, and
sometimes they even wore one pair in
the morning and another in the after-
noon. The end was that I could think
of nothing but this matter; it took
hold of me more aud more. Dur-
ing ray waking hours ard In my
very dreams I always asked the
question: What in the world induces all
these sensible people to be so madly ex-

travagant about their trousers? At
last 1 could stand it no longer. I made
some jesting remark about it to the old
porter, whose business it was to an-
nounce ray visitors. His answer was
given in a reserved manner and with so
peculiar a smile that the dread truth
dawned at once upon me; I was a
maniac there was no doubt about it I
had a new mania, a trousers mania, a
peculiar kind of hallucination! 1 de-

cided at once to keep the matter a pro-
found secret, and to say nothing about
it to anybody. I was especially careful
never again to breathe a word about it
to any of our officials, but I could not
prevent myself from studying, with
morbid minuteness and day after day,
the trousers they wore. It was always'
the same. Every one wore every day a
new pair of trousers, often even two
pairs in a single day. Trousers of
all sorts and conditions, striped,
checked, light, dark, long, short, tight
wide it was maddening!

One day I went secretly to one of our
most eminent specialists for mental
diseases. I put my case before him,
and was partly consoled and partly hor-
rified when he was not in the least sur-
prised, but said, with a good-humor-

laugh: "Well, well, it is not so very
bad."

"What did you say, doctor? Not so
bad? But plainly I am mad!"

"Mad," he said, very dryly. '"Yours
is interesting case of hallucina-
tions of the optical nerves. Get away
for a month."

Time weut on, and with it my dis-
ease. I still did my work, and the
directors of my bank even sent me a
complimentary letter at the close of the
year. I ate and drank as usual, but all
the same I felt that I was sinking
deeper and deeper into the black abyss
of insanity. Sometimes I even felt at-

tacks of sudden One day at
tbe restaurant a colleague with whom
I was having a game of chess told a
perfectly harmless story in which he
mentioned a pair of trousers. I got so
furious at this that I poured a torrent
ot the most violent abuse upon him, for
which I had to apologize very humbly
on the next day, as I did not caro to be
shot by him or horsewhipped.' - ' ;

Tbe first glance I cast at .people at
this time fell always Involuntarily upon
their trousers. In this way 1 noticed,
with great surprise, how very large was
the number of new trousers which duily
made their appearance in tbts vale of
tear. Meanwhile I was beginning to
think ot leaving my post, and of find-
ing some work in Scotland, or Central
Africa, where I understood that there
are no trousers, when one day my old
friend Louis was announced. "Of
course," I said aloud to myself as he
entered. or" be was indeed wearing a
new pair of trousers, very wide at the
top and tight below the knees. ' It was
a black and white cheok. A curious
garment, rather loud, but not without
an air of distinction, ills whole ap-
pearance was in harmony with them.
Ha woreT jacket and waiatcoat of fine
Uaok 4oth, ftulUm U)n, Uryo.

bright-colore- d cravat a heavy gold
watch chain, a shiny new silk hat and
a stick, with a gold head. Perhaps it
was not gold, but it looked like it,

"Well, old fellow!- - ho called out, and
stepped with youthful energy on my
corns. "I have eome to take leave ot
you. thanks to the twenty shillings
you generously lent me the other day.
I have become a rich man, and I Intend
now to go bach and live at home in the
south. I am going to buy a small houae
and lite comfortably on my Income."

I was speechless with astonishment
He looked perfectly sane and steady.
Hi hair and beard were fashionably
arranged and he gave one tho impres-
sion of being a pensioned cavalry officer
or a circus director who, having made
bis fortune, was about to retire into his
native town, there to pose us an hon-
ored and honorable citizen.

"What the tleuce have you been do-

ing?" I asked. "Have you murdered
your old aunt? Have you robbed a
bank? Have you won on the race-
course? Have you stolen valuable pa-

pers at a foreign embassy?"
He shook with luughter. "No," he

said. "I have only traded In trousers."
"Traded in trousers!'' I roared, till

the windows shook, and I sank back
in my chair.

"Traded in trousers," he repeated,
very calmly. "Why should I not trade
in trousers? Don't get excited."

"I am not excited, but I must confess
that I was rather taken aback at the
first moment by the idea that you, A

former officer, should trade in trou-
sers."

"Well,'' tie said, slightly annoyed,
"I know a great many former officers

1 POURED OUT A TORRE VT OF ABUSE.

in America who are earning a living as
waiters. I fancy a trouser merchant is
worth as much as they."

"Certainly," I interrupted. "But let
me bear your story."

He stretched himsel f full length upon
a couch, lit his cigar, and began: "A few
hours before I asked for the sovereign
I was hungry, poor and ragged. In the
Rue Kivoli I walked into a large shop
where a sale was going on. I did this,
not to buy anything, but to get a little
warmer. When I had got warm I list-
ened mechanically to the crier and
heard that on the following day one
hundred thousand pairs of trousers, in
lots of ten pairs, were to be sold. There
were very few people in the shop; I
studied the rousers as they lay in lots
of ten pairs and saw that they were
decent results of the tailor's art: good
material aud good work. The pair was
sold at two shillings, but you had to
take ten pairs at least.

"Long experience has taught me that
'my aunt' (the pawn shop), gives five Or
six shillings for u good pair of trousers.
Can't you see my calculation? With a
sovereign I could buy ten pairs; you
were good enough to lend me the
money; I bought ten pairs of trousers
and took them immediately to tho pawn
shop. A great disappoiutment was in
store for me. The man behind the
counter told me that new articles could
not be received in a pawn shop. What
could I do? I put my ease to the man,
aud vowed that I had wova tho things
but that they only looked so new be-

cause I was a very neat and careful
man, who looked after his clothes. At
last ho took them. He gave me six
shillings for each pair which I had
bought for two. It was a lucky day!
Next day 1 bought twenty pairs ana
spent the afternoon and evening in
wearing them. And the day after that
I took them all to the various branches
of the pawn shop, after which I had
sufficient money to buy fifty pairs.

"Of oonrse I could not wear them all,
and as I did not know a soul in the
place except your old porter, I began
to make love to him, and supplied all
your bank officials with trousers that
is to say, I made to each of them a
present of a pair on the condition that
he must wear two pairs of my new ones
a dav. As soon as the trousers began
to look worn I pawned them that is to
say, I caused them to be pawned by my
clerks. For my business went so well
that I could no longer manage it alone.
1 had about sixty assistants, some of
whom were employed in walking about
the boulevards wearing new trousers.
Occasionally I got them to wear three
or f .mr pairs nt a time in order to ex-

pedite business. Thus I soon got the
one hundred thousand pairs into my
hands. The great difficulty now arose
that the pawnshop, brimming over
with trousers, would take no more.
My men were even threatened to be
taken to the police. Some twenty
thousand pairs are now slumbering in
tbe cupboards of 'my aunt.' And the
provincial pawnshops are glutted in
the same way, for 1 had finally to send
travelers into the provinces. ,. .

"The net result of it all is that, after
all expenses are paid, I have made a
profit of five shillings on each pair of
trousers, or some twenty thousand
pounds on the lot Besides this I am
taking two hundred pail's, the best of
their kind, hume to the south. They
will last me for life. Finally, in order
to express my gratitude, I have pre
sented generous presents of good warm
trousers to every kind of charitable in
stitntion ro tbe country. Every one of
your officials has had a present of two
pairs, and you, my good friend, must
allow me" (he pulled out a parcel) "W
prevent you with this magnificent
specimen, this best pair in tho collec
tion."

An d be unwrapped a truly elegant
light gray pair of trousers, made) after
tbe most fashionable English manner,
put it on the table in front of me, and
said: "When you get a seat on tho
parish council you must wear them at
the first toeetiug you attend." .

"A jthouswd thanks, you dearobL
fellow" I said, pressed his hand, and
embraced him in my delight

I was cured. Poor pawnshop! What
bave you not suffered in consequence
of my loan of twenty shillings! West
minster Budget

"Well, sonny, did you catch any-
thing while you were out fishing"
Bonny "Yep." "How many?' Sonny

"On lickin' from Farmer Oatbiu."
inter UCvan,

SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY.
--Prof. Hazen, of the weather bu

reau, expresses the opinion that all the
concussion experiments to produce rain
bave been failures, and that those oon
dieted id Connecticut latit summer
seemed to prolong the drought in that
section, while there was plenty of rain
In all the region roundabout

-- French Journals are criticising tho
attitude of United States delegates to
the sanitary convention at Paris. The
Americans have opposed every measure
tending to make quarantine less rigid.
Their object is to make the regulations
so close that quarantine measures can
be used to restrict Immigration.

The annual report of the Texas Pa
cific for Vi'.n shows gross earnings,
tT,452,Cil.1; net, 2,0r,0,S33i surplus over
Interest charges t050,01fl. The Chi-

cago, St, Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha
reports for the year gross earn
ings. $9,328,02?; net, IS, 455,395, and sur
plus over charges and ? per cent divi
dends on preferred stock, 177. 100.

Trade returns of the Dominion of
Canada for 1893 show the total of for-
eign trade to be (0,270,000 in excess of
that of 1S9- -, the highest on record,
The value of the Imports into Canada
last year was (129,074,308, and that of
exports fllS.564,352. The trade with
the United States in 1333 amounted to
$103,984,973 in value, as compared with

102,057,004 in the year 1S92.
Mulhall states that one woman in

twenty, one man in thirty, are barren,
that is 4 per cent of population. It is
found that one marriage in twenty is
barren, say 5 per cent Among the
nobility of England, 31 per cent, have
no children, owing to intermarriage Of

cousins, no less than 4V per cent oi
the present nobility being married to
cousins

M. Louis Boutan has succeeded in
taking some beautiful photographs of
the bottom of the sea by the aid of a
newly-invente- d lamp for burning mag-
nesium powder under the water. He
first descends to the bottom and selects
his views next has his apparatus low-
ered to him, then arranges the same
for several flashes, enabling him to
take as many successive pictures.

Late photographs of the moon de
veloped by the astronomer photo-
grapher of the Pesth academy, it is
said, exhibit some unaccountable pe-

culiarities. The plate shows hundreds
of walls or embankments seemingly
about two hundred feet high and from
125 to 200 yards in width on top. They
run parallel to each other and appear
to be from 1,000 to 1,300 yards apart

A collection of tools used by work
men in building the pyramids of Egypt
are on exhibition by a famous Egyptol-
ogist These indicate that many tools
credited to moJern ingenuity were in
use when Moses was troubling tbe
Pharoahs. It is also announced that a
furnace has been unearthed somewhere
along the Nile, in which the hot blast
was used centuries before the modern
Neilson formulated the same Idea.
Age of Steel.

New plans for the long-propose- d

bridge across the Straits of Dover, to
connect France and England, have just
been deposited with the French and
English governments M. Renand, a
noted marine engineer, has just com-
pleted an exhaustive series of sound-
ings, and the plans based on his report
contemplate a bridge from Cape
Hlanehe-Ne-z to South Foreland. It
would have only seventy-tw- o piers, as
against lis piers in the old plans

The I nited States will undoubt
edly retain the first position as a gold
producer duriug 1S94 and probably dur
ing 1S95, after which date, unless con
ditions not now apparent should inter- -
ft. . j. it seems probable that South
Africa will take the first place. It is
possible, however, that the present
active search for goldjn this country
may diacover or develop such extensive
deposits as will enable us to retain for
some time longer the so
loup; held by us as the world s chief
producer of the yellow metal. En-
gineering and Mining Journal.

The carlv Egyptians divided the
day and night each into twelve hours,
a custom adopted by the Jews or
(reeks probably from the Babylonians
The day is said to have first been di-

vided into hours from B. C. 293, when
a sun dial was erected in the temple of
Quirinus, at Rome. Previous to the
invention of water clocks B. C. 159, the
time was called at Rome by public
criers. In early Eugland one expedient
for measuring time was by wax candles
three Inches burning an hour. The
first perfect mechanical clock was not
made until about A. D. 1250. Day be-
gan at sunrise among most of the
northern nations, at sunset among the
Atheuians nnd Jews, and at midnight
among the Romans as with us

HOW HE FIXED HIM.

Tbo Silent Man Had a Way ef Quieting
Diuir, own b.

The silent man was a part of a group
which was talking of the powers of va-

rious men at repartee.
"There's Smartly, said one of the

group, "he's the brightest manl know.
If anybody gets into a verbal fight
with him it is Smartly who comes out
ahead. He can do up anybody in this
town."

"O. I dunno," said the silent man.
"Why," said the speaker, "do you

mean to say that you consider yourself
an equal of Smartly's?"
", I dunno," said the silent man.

again. "That repartee of his ain't all
that it's cracked up to be. He got to
springing it on me the other day, and I
laid him out"

Everybody in the group laughed con-
temptuously at the silent man. "Your
said the first speaker, scornfully.
"Why, what did you say to him?"

"I didn't say anything," replied tho
silent man, "but I smashed him in tbe
face three times and he closed his re-
partee shop immediately." Buffalo
Express

Hardening Children.
The policy of exposing children to

cold with the view of hardening them
is a questionable and somewhat dan
gerous one, but it is certainly a great
mistake to let them " go to bed with
cold feet or sleep with , insufficient
clothing. When there is a tendency to
chronic trouble with cold feet, both
children and adults may better wear
long, loose, woolen stocking at night
than tq let those member go as usual
unclad between cold sheet. For some
children that by restlessness become
frequently uncovered, there is safety
in a long flannel nightgown. Their
propensity to get up and run about on
cold floors and oil-clot- la bare feet is
mother reason why knitted socks
should constitute a part of their night
clothing. Foote's Health Monthly.

An Vnkmowa Kxperlaaee.
Philanthropist Do you. think wok

would hurt yon any?
Tramp--l 40' kttw; l'f Tf?

UW4..-UaU- o,

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS.

Jack Frost is the only person who
fruitless efforts are a suocess Calves-to- n

News
Fogg very appropriately calls the

eord attached to his s hla
spec-tackl- e. Boston Transcript

The man who keeps his mouth shut
prevents microbes from getting in and
foolishness from coming out X. Y.
Press

Man (in theater to woman in front)
"Madam, I paid tl.50 for this seat,

and your hat " Woman (calmly)
"That hat cost H0." Boston Courier.

"That's what I call hush money,"
remarked the daddy when he planked
down the cash for a bottle of paregorio
to take home for use among the infant-
ile portion of the family, 'Brooklyn
Life.

"Aha!" he hissed. "Alas!" she fal-
tered; "my perfidy is discovered." Yet
there was no scene. The- - were barn-
stormers and had to get along the best
they could without one. Detroit Trib-
une.

She (in affright) "O, Tom, why
do you make such awful faces at me?"
He (contritely) "I can't help it dear.
My eyeglasses are falling off and I
don't want to let go of your hands"
Boston Home Journal.

Not So Low. In the fading twi-
light the widow positively refused to
wed the man with a bald head for less
than (20,000, spot cash. "Matrimony,"
she argued, not unkindly, '4s like a
game of cards." He shook his head.
"Second hand, low," he murmured re-
gretfully. With heavy heart, and dull,
despairing eyes, he went his way.
Truth.

"Have you any young ladies in the
house that play upon the piano?"
Landlady "No." "Not any that sing?"
Landlady "Not one." "No children
that recite." Landlady "The last one
has gone." "Well, it would be most
too much like heaven. I'm afraid it
wouldn't be homelike." Inter Ocean.

Physician "What! Drinking whis-
ky again, just contrary to my strict
orders? Didn't I tell you that every
glass of whisky you drank was a nail
in your coffin?" Donald "Yes; but I
find I can't give it up. doctor, and
that's a fact, as I have b?en saying to
myself. What does it matter after I
am dead and gone if my coffin does look
like a hedgehog?'' Brooklyn Life.

Business Manager "Did you get
an ad out of the fellow who is running
that spook show?" Solicitor "N no;
he said that " Business Manager
(savagely) "Said what? The dod
gasted spiritualist didn't dare to say
our paper wasn't a good advertising
medium, did he?" Solicitor "Nop; he
said he wasn't." Buffalo Courier.

A Slight Correction. The appli-
cant for small assistance was telling
the gentleman something about him-
self, one feature of which included an
experience of ten years in the peniten-
tiary. "Ah, sir," he said, "my career
has been a checkered one." "Say
'striped' rather," suggested the gentle-
man, and gave him a half a dollar.
Detroit Free Press

A PROMISING ACTRESS.
Amusing Domestic KpUode Related by

KUine to Her Dearest trleuJ.
"Mercy on us" cried Elaine's dear-

est friend as she bound into tbe room
and deposited her bundles on a chair,
"you look very nice to-da- y, and,
there is a bunch of roses on the table
somebody has evidently been here.
Who was he, and what are you laugh-
ing at?"

"O, O, it was too funny: I shall die, I
know 1 shall," and she new off into a
fresh paroxysm of laughter.

"You might as well till me about
it" remarked her friend in on Injured
tone. "I've got to go to the dentist to-

morrow, aud the sleeves of my gown
are not nearly large enough, so I need
cheering up."

"Well, you see ha! ha! ha! The old
hired girl has left and the new one
can't come until Monday, so I have
been busy all day helping mamma. I
had just finished tidying the parlors
awhile ago and gone up-stai- rs when I
heard the door bell ring. I was sure
it was you, and as I had something to
tell you I've forgotten what it was
but it was something important I flew
down to open the door. And O, Elsie,
there was Dick Van Snelle!"

"You don't mean it?"
"I do; and O, you should have seen

me! My face was dirty, I had on an
old wrapper, and my head was tied up
in a towel. Oh! I thought I'd simplv
die.'

"And no wonder!"
"I stood there only a minute, but it

seemed hours and thei he asked it
Miss Elaine was in. It flashed over me
instantly that he was so near-sighte- d

he failed to recognize me in my disar-
ray, so I just courtesied and said: 'Will
yez plaze to walk in. sorr, and I'll be
after tellin' her yez want to see her."

"Well, you are a wonder! That all
comes of your amateur theatricals I'll
never make fun of them again."

"Well, I just flew s. got into
an afternoon gown and sailed dowu,
smiling sweetly and apologising for
the new maid and he never once sus
pected."

"You don't say so! But perhaps he
was only pretending?

"No, be wasn't for he laughed and
told me what a fright she was"

"tou don t mean it: What old you

"O, I replied, meekly, that that was
just the reason we were sending her
away." Chicago Tribune.

The Enemy of th Common House Fly,
It seems that every creature has its

deadly enemy, and some specimens
many more than others t lie are at
certain seasons usually during th
latter part of summer, attacked by
parasite that fastens upon their bodies
Their favorite location is around the
wings and the shoulders These tiny
creatures grow rapidly, and soon be-
come so full of blood as to be percepti
ble to the naked eye. They soon ex-
haust the source of supply, and leave
the wretched victim little more than a
shell, when It attaches itself to some
convenient place and gives up the
ghost Any one may discover this con-
dition of affair by noticing that flies
become dull and semi-stupi- They
seem to fly heavily, and soon alight
and begin brushing and scraping their
bodies with their wing and feet But
to no purpose are all of their effort,
for the leech never let go. The
parasites are very much worse in some
eaaon than in others Occasionally

there is a summer when they are very
few, and on may look a long time
without finding any. At other time
and in certain localities they almost
weep the file out ot existence. Suck

a condition U thought to b fraught
with danger to th hmf a family, oX.
V. Udr.

ftRESICTC FRAGMENTS, .
Cream Cookies One" Cup of aot

cream, out) up of butter, two cups of
sugar, two eggs, on teaapoonful of
soda, flour enough to roll out Flavor
to taste. Soil thin and bake in a quick
oven. Boston Budget

Prune) Pudding. On pound of
prunes, one cupful of sugar, the whites
of four tggti Stew th prunes, drain
off the juice, remove the stones and
chop. Beat the whites add one cupful
ot sugar, stir in the ohopped prune
and bake twenty minutes Serve cold
with whipped cream. Good House-
keeping.

Cold Beef with Poached Eggs-Sli- ces

of underdone roast beef "ueated
for a moment on the broiler and served
with a poached egg on each slice and
a good brown gravy poured around, is
a new way of disposing of the cold
roast that unepicurean folk object to
in its plain state. American Agricul-
turist.

To Boll Onions Whole. Skin them
and boil them twenty minutes, and
pour off the water entirely. Then put
in equal parts of hot water and milk,
or skimmed milk alone, and boil them
till tender. When they are done through
take them up with a skimmer, let them
drain a little and lay them in hot a dish.
Make a good drawn batter of milk,
thickened with cornstarch, add butter
and salt; let it boil until sufficiently
thick. Pour over the onions and serve.

Boston Budget
Apple Cake. Stew as many apple

as will make sauce to spread on twe
layers of cake, season with lemon
juice and sweeten. While it is cook-
ing make a cake thus: One tablespoon-fu- l

of butter, one cup of sugar, one of
milk, two of sifted flour, two eggs,
two tablespoon ful s of baking powder.
Bake in three layers Spread apple on
two of them, and grate on each some
nutmeg. Press top layer very lightly
upon the others, and If possible eat the
cake before It Is really cold. Evapor-
ated apples carefully stewed and fla-

vored with lemon, are a good substi-
tute for the fresh fruit Christian at
Work.

Scalloped Cod. Pick the fish very
fine and freshen it Let drain in a
colander, then toss It with a fork un-
til it is light Put a pint of rich milk
into a skillet add a generous half-cupf-

of butter into which you have
stirred tmoothly two level tablespoon-ful- s

of flour; season with white pepper
or cayenne, as preferred, and a

of salt Put a layer of fish in
a pudding dish, and cover with bread
or cracl er crumbs: dip over it several
spoonfvlsof the sauce or gravy, and
season vith bits of butter: then an-

other layer of fish, crumbs, and fish
again, finishing with crumbs, using
butter with a liberal hand. Bake
twenty minutes or half an hour. .

Y. Observer.

IN MEDIEVAL TIMES.

resttval Customs and Habit In "Merry
Old Ena-land.-

Bread, milk, butter and cheese were
the staple articles of food, bread being
the chief. "A domestic was termed a
man's 'hlafoetan,' or loaf-eater- ." A
ladv was a "hlafdig," a loaf-give- r.

Bacon was the principal flesh-foo-

and other meats were also salted.
Hence boiling was the common form
of cooking. They even boiled their
geese. The knives of a late period re
sembled modern razors One in the
Cambridge museum was labeled "A
Roman Razor."

After dinner the cloth was cleared.
hands were washed, as before the meal,
and all commenced drinking. When
King Edwy left the cup for the society
of his newly-mad- e queen, Dunstan
forcibly dragged him back to the guests,
because it was gross disrespect to leave
off early after dinner. The cups were
often of precious metals, curiously en-

graved, and of much value, and ve;v
especially left in wills The Abbey of
Ramsey thus received from the Lady
Ethelgiva "two silver cups for the use
of the brethren in the refectory, in
order that while drink is served in
them to the brethren at their repast
my memory may be more firmly im-

printed on their hearts"
In pledging they always kise.l.

Story-tellin- g and singing in the hum
bler gatherings were partaken by
turns In this way Caedmon, the
Anglo-Saxo- n Milton, was first mads
aware of his poetical powers Dancing
was expressed by words meaning hop-
ping, leaping and tumbling. It ap-
pears, therefore, to have been a some-

what violent exercise. The mirth
among the men was often coarse to
obscenity, and scenes occurred in the
halls which may not be described. In
some cases lands were granted to vas-

sals on conditions which would de-

grade the roughest London costcrmoa-ger- .
The ladies modestly retired early

from these orgies, which frequently
ended in quarrels and bloodshed, and
in their bower, which was a chamber
built separate from the hall, arausjJ
themselves undisturbed by the was-sailer- s

The bower was furnished with a
round table, stools and generally a
bed. Chairs were for the great The
bed was a sack filled with straw and
laid on a bench, hence the words bench
and straw were commonly used for
bed. When the bed was to be made,
they took the bed-sac- k out ot the
chest, filled it with fresh stra v and
laid it on the bench in a recess of the
room, provided with a curtain. Bed-

steads were rare and ony used by peo-

ple of rank. Westminster Review.
Pretty and Practical.

Fichus figaro jackets, ruffs, lace co-
llarettes and berthas are simply be-

wildering in variety, and so pretty and
easily adjusted to hide the defect of
an old gown that they are very practi-
cal addition to a limited wardrobe.
even though they are expensive trifles
which rarely give evidence of tho
money Invested. The popularity of
these cape-lik- e collar is assured, and
It is easier to tell of what they are not
made rather than of what they are.
When not entirely of lace, they ard
made of aatln or velvet and elaborate
ly embroidered with beads Lawn
fichus embroidered and edged wit't
Yalenoienne lace, are to be worn over
dark dresses, and every eoncelrab'e
collar of lace and ribbon or laca and
spangles that th inventive mind can
devise are fashionable ana are delight
fully dressy and becoming. When
made with a high stock collar they
ran be used to transform a decollett
gown into a pretty theater drew by
pinning th lao to th eorsago with
fancy pins N. Y. Bun,

Why Heal Her.
Sit I rod down la the) same bov

car with you yesterday.
lie Strang I didn't tee you.
liba-- Not at aUt m War aiOiaf

tow. fn&. -

THE FARMING WORLD.'

CODLING MOTH TRAP.

Deed for Destroyta- - the Insect Attar ItJ
Leave the Aepte. I

If an insect enemy U to be destroyed,
ttudy its life history. It will usually
be found to have certain bablU which
make it comparatively easy of destruc-
tion. This I true ot th codling moth
(apple worm). Anyone at all familiar
with it habite is aware that after the
first brood of worms leave the apple,'
nature compel them to seek a hiding
place on the trunk of the tree, where
they will be removed from the mois-

ture of the earth, and here they change
from the worm to the moth. At the
time the worm is seeking this hiding
place It is easily led into a trap, if the
trap furnishes the hiding place for which
it is so anxiously looking, and common
sense teaches the fruit grower that this
is the time to destroy it as it remains
in this trap two weeks unable to move.
A trap of this kind is shown in the il-

lustration. The worm crawls under

CODLING MOTH TRAP.

the projecting edge and here the grow-
er can get at it. The early brood of
moths appears on the wing during the
fore part of June, a little earlier or
later, according to the season. At the
time it appears the young apples are
already ;t and are about the size of a
hazel nut The female deposits a sin-

gle egg in the eye of the apple, flying
from one to another until her stock of
eggs, amounting to probably three hun-
dred, is exhausted, when she falls to
the ground and dies In about a week
tbe egg hatches out, and the young
worm begins at once to bore iD-t- o

the apple, feeding as it goes,
but making its headquarters near the
core, says the Farmer's Advocate In
about three or four weeks the worm is
full grown, and shortly before this the
infested apple generally falls to the
ground, and the worm makes its escape
out of the fruit through a large hole in
the side, which It has bored a few days
before for this purpose, and makes at
once for the trunk of a tree, up which
it climbs and spins around itself a
silken cocoon of a dirty white color in
any convenient crevice it can find, the
crotch of the tree being a favorite spot
Here it transforms itself into a pupa,
and toward the latter part of July or
the fore part of August, bursts forth a
perfect moth. This insect is pretty cer-
tainly known to develop two broods
each season. This method of trapping
is one means to prevent the develop-
ment of the second brood, but of course
it cannot save the apple crop as the
worms from the first brood do not leave
the apples until after they have ruined
them. Spraying with Paris green as
soon as the petals have fallen and wheu
the apple is about the size of a pea i.

the most effective means of killing tl. t
tinj-- worms before they have done an
damage. L'se one pound of the poison
o 200 or 225 gallons of water.

TREES FOR THE LAWN.

He Sure to Avoid the Common Mlntake of
Overplantlog.

One of the most graceful trees we
bave for this purpose is the native elm,
writes Eben E. Itexford in a valuable
article on "Making and Caring for a
Lawn," in the Ladies' Home Journal.
This I consider our best tree. Others
would prefer the maple, while many
would choose the oak. The linden or
basswood is a quick-growin- graceful
tree. The butternut is a favorite iu
many localities because of its rapid
growth, great spread of branches and
the liberal amount of fruit which it
yields annually after a few years It
has one bad habit however, which de-

tracts somewhat from its desirability
as a yard or lawn tree that of drop-
ping its foliage very early in the sea
son.

The locust is a favorite with many
because of its profusion ot fragrant
flowers It has pretty foliage also, and
grows very qulcuiy. Because oi us
exceedingly rapid growth the box
elder is extensively planted by those
who want a tree in the shortest possi-

ble time, but I cannot advocate its use.
It is a coarse tree and one soon tires of
it Such trees as the elm, maple, oak
and linden one comes to have a stronger
love for as they grow older.

In planting trees on the lawn do not
make the mistake of overplanting.
Very likely you vllL however, because
one or two small trees on tne lawn
look so very small that one feels liko
adding enough to make something of a
show. But look ahead and think what
your one or two trees will be in a few
years and be content to wait tou
must be careful not to cut away all the
light from your house for the sake of
beautifying tbe lawn with trees

THE SKIM-MIL- K CALF.

It Is Melancholy Animal wearing
forlorn Look.

The gentleman who says be can raiso
as good calves on skim milk a on full,
weet milk had better pause and look

over his woolly, hollow-eye- d call Such
sayings are like thousands of others, not
founded on fact

It It were said that fairly good calves
can be raised on skim milk, then v. e
would have the truth. Any man whj
is a competent judge can distinguish a
calf fed on skim milk from one fed on
full milk a far a he can distinguish a
calf from a sheep. That bright, smool h
cast of hair, that prightlineaa which
marks the difference between tbe ac-

tivity ot the calf and th old cow, that'
lustrous eye and mellow touch which
characterise the calf fed on full milk,
ia wanting in the skim-mil- k eall

The klm-mll- k calf wear a for lor
look. H is a melancholy calf, which
seems to say: "I have been robbed. "
Ia th day ot tbe stone Jar churn it
wa a common aaying of tb skim-mil- k

calf that ha had been knocked la tho
h4 with tb ehura dasher. To keop
pace with tb time w should trans-
form th adagt and r that th sklm-mU- k

al( is drowsaltt tt tfrz -


